
Specialist Speech and Language Therapy Episodes of Care 
CHI SLT is a national specialist service in acute paediatric care. 

These episodes of care are defined in detail in Speech and Language Therapy: Episodes of Care Within CHI Policy (2023) 

Questions for Treating CHI SLT:  
1. Does this child require a specialist SLT episode of care?  2. Is there an ongoing risk to safety that is not managed/minimised? 

Referrals

Triaged as per SLT referrals management policy

Inpatients

Assessment 
completed during 
inpatient stay and 
onward referral to 
local service made.

Follow-up in CHI acute step down 
outpatient service if needed only until 

risks to safety are minimised. 

Care fully transferred to local 
service at this point. 

Outpatients

Assessment completed 
and onward local service 
referral made with care 
plan to minimize risks to 

safety.

Condition Specific 
Pathways 

e.g. cleft palate

Not all conditions have 
pathways within CHI SLT. 

Please check with CHI SLT if 
necessary  

CHI follow the specific pathway for 
these conditions and offer review 

appointments at identified 
timepoints  or on request of 

medical team/local service to 
answer specific clinical questions.

Primary duty of 
care lies with 
local service.

Videofluoroscopy

Local service carries out pre-VFSS 
clinical assessment and CHI VFSS 

preparation form

VFSS completed 
in CHI

Care transferred 
to local service at 

this point 

- Must be under regular care of CHI Consultant (except 
VFSS/Second Opinion of Nasality)

- Must require specialist SLT

- Must be 0-16 years old

 


