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1.0 Introduction 

 

 To outline the correct procedure for changing the disinfectant and detergent in the Wassenburg 
Washer Disinfector. 

 

2.0 Definition of Terms 

 

Wassenburg washer / disinfector: Endoscope Washer Disinfector (EWD), which carries out automated leak 

testing, washing, rinsing and high level disinfection of heat sensitive flexible, channelled and un-channelled 

endoscopes. 

 

Wassenburg Endohigh PAA Disinfectant (presently in use):  disinfectant used for decontamination of 

endoscopes. The composition is based on a Hydrogen Peroxide and Peracetic Acid formulation. (Safety Data 

Sheet – Appendix 1)  

 

Wassenburg Endohigh Detergent (presently in use): is a blend of detergents and solubilizers (Safety Data 

Sheet Appendix 2).  Both are fully compatible with each other.  

 

3.0 Responsibility 

 

It is the responsibility of each nurse & Endoscopy HCA to change the disinfectant and detergent in the 

Wassenburg Endoscope Washer Disinfector and to follow the correct procedure. 

 

4.0 Risk from Chemicals 

 

“Health and Welfare at Work Acts 2005 and 2010 require employers to ensure as far as is reasonable 

practicable, the health, safety and welfare of all employees.  The Act also requires employees to comply with 

the precautions established to ensure safe working.  The Safety, Health and Welfare at work (Chemical 

Agents) Regulations 2001 require employers to assess the risk to the health of staff by exposure to hazardous 

chemicals to minimize and to avoid such exposure where this is reasonably practicable and otherwise to 

ensure adequate control.   

 

There may be a risk to staff from chemicals used in the process, such as detergents and disinfectants, which 

may include components of peracetic acid, chlorine dioxide, hydrogen peroxide and enzymatic detergents, 

some of which have occupational exposure limits”. 

 

5.0 Procedure 

 

 Warning screens are displayed on the washer / disinfector and an intermittent audible alarm sounds to 

alert the operator when the disinfectant or detergent containers are empty.  Do not abort cycle, just 

press function and change relevant container and proceed. 

 Personal protective clothing must be worn; mask and eye protection for changing detergent, respiratory 

mask Ref no 3M 6800 with filter Ref no 6059 for changing PAA plus plastic apron and micro-touch 

gloves. 
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 Record batch number and date of change of product in Chemical Record Book (kept in drawer beside 

Wassenburg washer / disinfector) and record date of opening on the relevant container.  Endohigh 

detergent is usable for 1 year after opening.  Endohigh disinfectant (PAA) is usable for 4 weeks after 

opening. 

 Wear PPE as indicated above.  Open both bottom drawers of machine.  Place new container of 

detergent or disinfectant beside the relevant empty one.  Unscrew cap of new container by using the 

blue spanner (found in the chemical record file), then remove cap from empty container.  Lift out empty 

container, replace with new container and secure siphon cap in place.  Use the new cap to put on 

empty container and remove to disposal room 6 for safe disposal.   

 For PAA disposal, leaving on your respiratory mask, take the almost empty container to disposal room 

6.  The PAA container is filled completely with cold water and emptied into sluice hopper x 3 times.  

Then it is flushed.  Deface the container as it is no longer considered hazardous.  The emptied PAA 

container can be discarded into the “Household” bin.  (PAA is toxic to the environment).  Remove and 

clean the respiratory mask and place back in press in the decontamination room. 

 Any residual detergent remaining in the container can be flushed down the sluice hopper.  The empty 

detergent container can be discarded into the “Household” bin. 

 

 

6.0 References 

HSE Standards and Recommended Practices for Facility Design and Equipping of Endoscope 

Decontamination Units April 2019 

Wassenburg Endoscope Washer Disinfector User Manual  
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7.0 Appendices 

 

Appendix 1 
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